
Michigan’s Electric School Bus Coalition

It’s Electric!



2017
DEQ: Michigan VW mitigation trust fund
➔ 7 districts applied for 17 ESBs as a consortium 

through the Michigan Association of Pupil 
Transportation ESB Pilot Project

2019
Buses started rolling out in Ann Arbor, Gaylord, 
Kalamazoo, Oxford, Roseville, Three Rivers, and 
Zeeland
➔ Leading the MidWest in ESB deployment 

2020-present
It’s Electric! Coalition organized and advocating 
for federal and state funding and educating on 
health and climate benefits of ESBs

2022-2024
BIL- EPA Clean School Bus Program (Rebates & 
Grant), Senate Bill 63, MI Clean School Bus Grant

Michigan’s ESB History: 2017 - present





EPA Clean School Bus Program,
Rebate Awardees (2022): Michigan

25 school districts 
● 2nd nationally in number of 

school districts awarded

133 electric school buses
● 4th nationally for total funding

58 school districts were waitlisted 
requesting 240 CSB (222 ESBs)



EPA Clean School Bus Program,
Grant Awardees (2023): Michigan
8 school districts- 68 total ESBs

● School District of the City of 
Pontiac- 15

● Lansing School District- 15 
● Detroit Public Schools Community 

District- 15 
● Flint School District- 12
● Mason County Eastern Schools- 2
● West Shore Educational Service 

District- 2
● Brimley Area Schools- 2
● Redford Union Schools #1- 5



EPA Clean School Bus Program, Rebate Awardees (2023): Michigan
27 school districts- 100 total ESBs







$125 million for clean school buses: 74(b) Clean Bus Energy Grant

● Michigan Department of Education (MDE), in collaboration with EGLE, wants your 
school district to have newer, cleaner school buses.
○ Reduce diesel emissions
○ Improve air quality & public health
○ Prioritize funding for environmental justice communities across Michigan
○ Incentivize the utilization of technologies that have the greatest emissions 

reduction to meet the state’s climate goals

● Funds cover incremental costs towards the purchase of clean school buses 
○ Zero-emission electric school buses, charging stations and associated 

infrastructure
○ Propane school buses
○ Natural gas school buses

MI Clean Bus Energy Grant 2024

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1eP_IA1xcAGph6Xh_xHG9t_0eerQ_EXum/view?usp=drive_link


MI Clean Bus Energy Grant 2024
● NexSys application via MILogin portal
● Open NOW through 5:00 PM (ET) July 12, 2024
● All Michigan Public School Districts are encouraged to apply

○ All school districts are eligible for funding at the following levels: 
■ Minimum of 70% of the total cost of an ESB, infrastructure and charging 

station; OR
■ 25% of the total cost of a propane or CNG school bus

○ Incremental funding based on prioritization can boost funding levels from the 
baseline up to:
■ Maximum of 90% of the total cost of an ESB, infrastructure and charging 

station; OR
■ 45% of the total cost of a propane or CNG school bus



MI Clean Bus Energy Grant 74(b) 2024
Justice40: A minimum of 40% ($50 million) of the total funds will be dedicated to 
funding prioritized districts

All new school bus types are eligible for boosts in funding above the baseline 
based on the following prioritization criteria: 
● High-need school districts & low-income areas

○ Small Area Income and Poverty Estimates (SAIPE) 
○ Free/reduced lunch

● Rural school districts
● Bureau of Indian Affairs-funded schools/School districts serving children residing on 

tribal lands
● Nonattainment/maintenance for a NAAQS criteria pollutant 
● ADA accessible bus
● MI EJScreen*

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1HqTOpetRwueDd3KJ9ec_-DQ_qGCnOBFq/edit?usp=drive_link&ouid=103760579357882449939&rtpof=true&sd=true




Funding scenarios for ESB’s Funding scenarios for all bus types





Eligible Vehicles for REPLACEMENT:

● Diesel school buses EMY 2010 and 
older are eligible for replacement 
via scrappage. See the program 
guide for scrappage requirements.

● Diesel school buses EMY 2011 and 
newer are eligible for replacement 
via auction, sale, or donation.

Michigan’s Clean Bus Energy Grant 74(b) 2024
Requirements for REPLACEMENT:
● Ownership: 

○ The bus has been owned and 
operated by the entity for at least 24 
months immediately prior to the date 
of application.

● Function: 
○ It must have traveled at least 5,000 

miles transporting students over the 
12 months immediately prior to the 
date of application. 

○ It must have used at least 600 gallons 
of fuel over the 12 months immediately 
prior to the date of application. 



Program requirements:
Minimum # of Buses: 1
Maximum # of Buses: 10 or 50% of your 
fleet, whichever is fewer

New buses are expected to be:
● Same type (Type A-D)
● Similar gross weight rating
● Ownership; and
● Serve the same geographic area
compared to the replacement bus. 

Michigan’s Clean Bus Energy Grant 74(b) 2024
*IF this is not the case, email MDE and 
inquire to have a conversation about your 
application.  
● Be prepared to justify any differences 

given the aim of this program is to 
improve air quality by replacing the 
oldest, dirtiest buses from the 
communities most deeply impacted by 
environmental justice.

We want to work with you to achieve these 
goals!



What’s covered?
● ESB, charging station, infrastructure

○ Infrastructure costs are defined as 
any upgrades required for 
charging stations from the electric 
meter to the bus, including but not 
limited to the electric panel

● Propane/CNG bus only

Michigan’s Clean Bus Energy Grant 74(b) 2024

Program reimbursement/awards:
Upfront after all required documentation 
has been received and the project has 
been approved by MDE
● Costs incurred from the grant 

administration and vehicle disabling 
are not eligible for reimbursement



Application requirements:
● MI Login
● NexSys portal account

Forms to be submitted: 
● School Board Awareness Certificate
● Utilities Awareness Certification
● Service Level Agreement
● Competitive Bid Proposal from 

MSBO (not a form- upload to 
application)

Application deadline: 
5:00 PM ET July 12, 2024
Selection:
● Applications will be reviewed and 

selected by MDE and EGLE. 
● If funding is fully subscribed, then a 

lottery will be held.  If not, future 
rounds will be held until funds are 
exhausted.

Announcements & payment 
timeline:
● August-September, 2024

Michigan’s Clean Bus Energy Grant 74(b) 2024





* Not necessary for application submission



In CONCLUSION:
● Simple, straightforward application
● Funds are STACKABLE with federal & utility programs
● Prioritization- Check the list!
● Benefits of ESBs
● Don’t delay!
● Resources are available

○ Weekly office hours: Fridays from 9:30 - 10:30 AM
○ Webinar
○ FAQ document
○ NexSys Job Aid
○ Email questions to: MDE-CleanBusEnergy@michigan.gov 

Michigan’s Clean Bus Energy Grant 74(b) 2024



Other Funding Sources: 
MI CBEG funds can be stacked with funds 
from other sources:
● IRA tax credits for electric vehicles 

and charging stations
● Federal grant programs such as the 

EPA’s Clean Heavy Duty Vehicle 
Program and Clean School Bus 
Program awards received from 
January 1, 2024 through the deadline; 
and

● All utility-specific programs

Resources:
● Questions should be emailed to 

MDE-CleanBusEnergy@michigan.gov
● Webinars:

○ Utility Engagement: June 19th, 
9:00 - 10:00 AM ET

● An FAQ document will be available 
on the Michigan Association of Pupil 
Transportation (MAPT) website on 
the program tab page

● Weekly office hours will be hosted 
via ZOOM by MDE and MAPT every 
Friday from 9:30- 10:30 AM ET to 
assist applicants with their questions  

Michigan’s Clean Bus Energy Grant 74(b) 2024

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1tDXP6FixIq2LZn5nTIFpKeyQIo1KiD7bhTIRQnHxEzI/edit#heading=h.2ejaf1dmngn9
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1tDXP6FixIq2LZn5nTIFpKeyQIo1KiD7bhTIRQnHxEzI/edit#heading=h.2ejaf1dmngn9
https://www.epa.gov/clean-heavy-duty-vehicles-program
https://www.epa.gov/clean-heavy-duty-vehicles-program
https://www.epa.gov/cleanschoolbus
https://www.epa.gov/cleanschoolbus
mailto:MDE-CleanBusEnergy@michigan.gov
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81289228252?pwd=c0EybVFESFVxZHZ2TTdSYjV6T1dJUT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81289228252?pwd=c0EybVFESFVxZHZ2TTdSYjV6T1dJUT09



